of the issues surrounding Internet voting, to assess how near Internet voting is to
meeting that target. The problems Internet voting has to contend with are extensive,
and there are reasons to be worried that the only ways to cope with them may make
the exercise pointless. It may look good to replace pencil and paper with something
flashy, but care must be taken not to replace a system that works adequately with
one that does not, merely because paliticians wish to be seen as ‘modern’. With
voting, presentation is much less important than substance.

If you can bank on the Internet ...
If anyone suggests that it is difficult to run an election on the Internet, a typical
response is ‘What on earth is the problem? You can do business on the Internet, you
can bank on the Internet. If you can do those, why can’t you vote on the Internet?’
A key issue here is anonymity:" electronic voting ‘differs from the aforementioned
applications due to the fact that, in addition to the requirements for accuracy and
privacy, there is the mandated necessity to provide ... anonymity. In other words,
banking ... applications can (in fact must) allow tracking back to the user of the
system, but the [electronic voting system] must ensure that such tracking is
impossible’ (Mercuri, 2001b: 8-9). It should not be possible to track who cast the
vote for party ‘x" without a court order (CESG, 2002b: 11), whereas an integral part
of the banking transaction is knowing who made it. Achieving the degree of
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